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QUINCY — From English classes to after-school programs for young people,
nonprofit organizations like the Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center can be
an essential link for many new immigrants learning how to live in and navigate
their new city.

“Families do better when they have time together. Young people thrive when
they have caring adults and parents in their lives and parents are incentivized to
be contributing members of society,” said Giles Li, executive director of the
Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center.

In a colorful ribbon-cutting celebration, Boston Chinatown Neighborhood
Center unveiled it’s new center at 1458 Hancock St. in Quincy Center on Friday
a few blocks from the Red Line station. At 4,600 square feet, the sleek new space
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is almost double the size of the nonprofit’s first Quincy office, which opened in
2014 in North Quincy.

The new center is a reflection of Quincy’s large and rapidly growing Asian
American population. Nearly one-third of the city’s residents are Asian, and the
vast majority of them belong to first-generation and immigrant families, Li said.

Li’s organization aims to empower Asians and new immigrants to build healthy
families, achieve greater economic success, and contribute to thriving
communities. They do this by offering a varying array of programs, including
four levels of English language classes, job skills classes, leadership programs,
solutions for people struggling with housing instability and a variety of after-
school and college preparatory programs for youth.

Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center is one of a handful of nonprofits in
Quincy that provide resources to the city’s growing Asian community, but Li
said they differentiate themselves by focusing on serving families. The nonprofit
offers parenting classes and has licensed social workers on staff to help families
navigate difficult issues as well as translators that can help families communicate
with teachers and school administrators when needed.

The organization serves about 8,000 individuals throughout the greater Boston
area, nearly a quarter of those right here in Quincy, Li said.

“We have more access now for people in the Quincy community who need a
resource like this right here in their backyard,” Li said.

The organization, which started in Boston’s Chinatown neighborhood in 1969 to
help the area’s immigrants assimilate into American society, offers vital services
for individuals and families struggling to adapt to a new culture. Today, the
center has locations in Boston and one in Quincy.

As Quincy’s Asian immigrant population has grown in recent decades, City
Councilor-at-large Nina Liang said organizations like the Boston Chinatown
Neighborhood Center are more important than ever.

“For decades now, we’ve seen a lot more immigrant families moving into the city
and investing in our community and they can’t do so if they can’t speak the
language,” she said. “These organizations allow immigrants to take those first
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steps in entrenching themselves in our community and really becoming a part of
it.”

Quincy’s Asian population has exploded over the past three decades, growing
from just 5,577 in 1990 to 22,174 in 2010, according to Census data.

Official census estimates now pinpoint the Asain population at more than
27,000. Officials predict next year’s census will record more than 30,000 people
of Asian descent living in Quincy.

Mayor Thomas Koch said he’s grateful for the diversity the growing Asian
demographic has brought into Quincy and said it’s thanks to nonprofits like the
Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center that members of the Asian community
are becoming connected to their community by stepping into leadership roles
throughout the city.

“It’s all of our community and it takes volunteers and committed citizens to keep
our quality of life where it is,” he said.

Li said he sees the Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center’s role as filling the
gaps where public resources either fall short or are stretched too thin.

“When there is such a large influx and rapid growth of a population like this, it
can overwhelm available resources,” Li said. “It’s the mission of institutions and
organizations like us to try to connect with the community and make sure people
don’t slip through the cracks.”

Immigrants face many challenges in their new countries, something that
Director of Family Services Grace Su knows firsthand.

The Weymouth resident emigrated from Guang Dong, China when she was just
10 years old. From language barriers to cultural barriers to challenges navigating
cultural institutions, Su said Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center tries to
provide the tools and resources to help new immigrants navigate these
challenges.

“I know and I understand the stories that families, parents and children go
through in the education system and also in the community,” she said. “My
background gives me leverage in thinking about and understanding their
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situations.”

In a community with such a growing Asian demographic, Su said having
culturally and linguistically competent organizations such as the Boston
Chinatown Neighborhood Center are more important than ever before.

Although the vast majority of people who use the services of the Boston
Chinatown Neighborhood Center are Asian - mostly Chinese - immigrants, Li
said the organization is open to everyone.

“We try to be as inclusive as we can be and it’s not just Asian immigrants we
serve,” he said, noting Quincy’s sizeable Albanian, Haitian and Middle Eastern
immigrant populations

The purpose, Li said is to give Quincy residents the resources they need to create
the best community possible.

“We want the future of Quincy to be as inclusive as possible and we partner with
people who live here so that we can be responsive to their needs and help them
to participate and thrive in their community,” Li said.

Reach Erin Tiernan at etiernan@patriotledger.com or 617-786-7320. Follow her on

Twitter @ErinTiernan.
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